Message

From: Wong, Diana [Wong.Diana-M@epa.gov]

Sent: 4/21/2020 8:23:21 PM

To: Dennis, Allison [Dennis.Allison@epa.gov]; Hughes, Hayley [hughes.hayley@epa.gov]; Knott, Steven
[Knott.Steven@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: question about peer review panel

Thanks Allison.

Diana

From: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, April 21, 2020 4:22 PM

To: Hughes, Hayley <hughes.hayley@epa.gov>; Knott, Steven <Knott.Steven@epa.gov>; Wong, Diana <Wong.Diana-
M@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: question about peer review panel

Totally fine. I'll take it from here.

From: Hughes, Hayley <hughes.hayley@epa.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, April 21, 2020 4:21 PM

To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>; Knott, Steven <Knott.Steven@epa.gov>; Wong, Diana <Wong.Diana-
M@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: question about peer review panel

Allison,
Thanks. Perhaps we should have Diana refer this to PA, so it will take her out of the loop of responding to the press?

Thanks,
Hayley

Hayley Hughes, DrPH, MPH, CSP

Director, Office of Science Coordination and Policy
Office of Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention
US Environmental Protection Agency

Desk: 202.564.1116
Email: Hughes haviey@ens goy

From: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, April 21, 2020 4:19 PM

To: Knott, Steven <Knott.Steven@epa.gov>; Wong, Diana <Wong.Diana-M®@epa.gov>
Cc¢: Hughes, Hayley <hughes.hayley@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: question about peer review panel

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5 EThis is all that

we can say at this point. -Allison

Response; EPA is postponing the Toxic Substances Control Act Science Advisory Commitlee on Chemicals (SACC)
pesr review virtual meeting due 1o recent changes in the availability of members for this peer review. Given the
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importance of the draft risk evaluation for asbestos, the Agency believes that rescheduling for a time when more members
are avallable is critical and will allow for a more robust review of the evaluation. As a result, the SACC meeting will be
rescheduled as soon as practicable.

From: Knott, Steven <Knott.Steven@epa.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, April 21, 2020 4:17 PM

To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>; Wong, Diana <Wong.Diana-M @epa.gov>
Cc: Hughes, Hayley <hughes.hayley@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: question about peer review panel

Thanks Allison. Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

Thanks again.
Steve

Steven M. Knott, M.S.

Chemist and Executive Secretary

FIFRA Scientific Advisory Panel and

Science Advisory Committee on Chemicals

U.S. EPA Office of Science Coordination and Policy
Knott steveni@ena.gov

(202) 564-0103

From: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, April 21, 2020 4:13 PM

To: Knott, Steven <Knott.Steven@epa.gov>; Wong, Diana <Wong.Diana-M@epa.gov>
Cc: Hughes, Hayley <hughes.hayley@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: question about peer review panel

Steve and Diane,
If you are comfortable, please provide Tim w/the following response:

Response: EPA is postponing the Toxic Substances Control Act Science Advisory Committes on Chemicals (SACC)
peer review virtual meeting due o receni changes in the availability of members for this peer review. Given the
importance of the draft risk evaluation for asbestos, the Agency believes that rescheduling for a time when more members
are available is critical and will allow for a more robust review of the evaluation. As a result, the SACC meeting will be
rescheduled as soon as practicable.

From: Knott, Steven <Knott.Steven@epa.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, April 21, 2020 3:56 PM

To: Wong, Diana <Wong.Diana-M @epa.gov>

Cc: Hughes, Hayley <hughes.hayley@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: question about peer review panel

Thanks Diana. I'm looping in communications again. | think it may be advisable to go through our press folks for this
kind of interaction. Allison?

Thanks again.

Steve
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Steven M. Knott, M.S.

Chemist and Executive Secretary

FIFRA Scientific Advisory Panel and

Science Advisory Committee on Chemicals

U.S. EPA Office of Science Coordination and Policy
Knotlsteven@epa.gov

(202) 564-0103

From: Wong, Diana <Wong.Diana-M @epa.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, April 21, 2020 3:53 PM

To: Knott, Steven <Knott.Steven@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: question about peer review panel

Hello Steve,

The editor from asbestos.com asked if the postponement is caused by the pandemic.

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

Thanks.

Best Regards,
Diana

From: Tim Povtak <tpovtak@asbestos.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 21, 2020 2:37 PM

To: Wong, Diana <Wong.Diana-M @epa.gov>
Subject: Re: question about peer review panel

Thanks, Diana.
| realize the press release doesn't say it, but can you attribute the postponement to the pandemic?

Tim

On Tue, Apr 21, 2020 at 2:27 PM Wong, Diana <Wong.Diana-M@epa.gov> wrote:

Hello Tim,

The link for the panel roster is:

https://www.regulations.gov/document?D=EPA-HQ-OPPT-2019-0501-0018

Thanks.
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Best Regards,

Diana

Diana Wong, Ph. D., DABT

Toxicologist and Designated Federal Officer
USEPA

Science Advisory Board Staff Office

MC: 1400R

1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW

Washington, DC 20460

Phone: (202) 564-2049

From: Tim Povtak <tpovtak@asbestos.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 21, 2020 10:39 AM

To: Wong, Diana <Wong.Diana-M @epa.gov>
Subject: question about peer review panel

Hi Dr. Wong:

This is Tim Povtak, senior writer at the Mesothelioma Center. We do the website Asbestos.com, an informational

source for patients and families.

| was going to write a short story about the postponement of the peer review meeting of the asbestos risk evaluation.

ED_005034A_00039394-00004



Can you provide a list of the panel members doing the peer review? | apologize if it's already on the EPA website, but |

couldn't find it.

Also, if you want to add a sentence or two for my story about the importance of this process, I'd be happy to use it.

Thanks much for all you do.

Tim

Tim Povtak, Senior Writer
Asbestos.com

Mesothelioma Awareness Group
Suite 1620

189 S. Orange Ave.

Orlando, FL 32801

(W) 407.454.5117

PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL: The information contained in this transmission may be protected by privacy laws
and confidential. It is intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above. If the reader of this message is
not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is
strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by email.

Tim Povtak, Senior Writer
Asbestos.com

Mesothelioma Awareness Group
Suite 1620

189 S. Orange Ave.

Orlando, FL 32801

(W) 407.454.5117

PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL: The information contained in this transmission may be protected by privacy laws and
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confidential. It is intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above. If the reader of this message is not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by email.
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